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Crop Production  
Iowa: Corn: The September 1 yield forecast of 
174.0 bushels per acre is up 1.0 bushel from the August 1 
forecast. Production is forecast at 2.16 billion bushels for 
the state, down fractionally from last year.   
 
Soybeans: The September 1 yield forecast of 49.0 bushels 
per acre is up 4.0 bushels from the August 1 forecast but 
down 4.0 bushels per acre from 2005.  If realized, soybean 
production would be 492.5 million bushels, down 
8 percent from last year's 532.7 production.  
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 
11.1 billion bushels, up 1 percent from last month and 
fractionally above 2005.  Based on conditions as of 
September 1, yields are expected to average 154.7 bushels 
per acre, up 2.5 bushels from August and 6.8 bushels from 
last year.  If realized, yield and production would be the 
second largest on record, behind 2004.  Forecast yields are 
higher than August across the northern Great Plains and 
western Corn Belt as moderate to heavy precipitation 
during the month improved soil moisture levels and crop 
conditions.  Expected yields across the eastern Corn Belt 
are unchanged from last month.  Farmers expect to harvest 
71.8 million acres of corn for grain, down 250,000 acres 
from August and down 4 percent from 2005. 
 
Soybean production is forecast at 3.09 billion bushels, up 
6 percent from the August forecast and up slightly from 
the 2005 crop.  If realized, this would be the second 
highest production on record.  Based on September 1 
conditions, yields are expected to average 41.8 bushels per 
acre, up 2.2 bushels from August but down 1.5 bushels 
from last year's record high yield.  Compared with last 
month, yields are forecast higher across the Corn Belt and 
most of the northern and central Great Plains.  Near or 
above normal moisture in those areas during August 
improved crop conditions.  In contrast, yields are down or 
unchanged from the August 1 forecast across the Gulf 
Coast States and Atlantic Coast States, with the exception 
of South Carolina. 
 
Reminder:  All crop forecasts in this report are based on 
conditions on September 1 and do not reflect any possible 
weather effects since that time.  The next corn and soybean 
production forecasts, based on conditions as of October 1, 
will be released on October 12.  
 
 
September 2006 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
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Livestock by John Lawrence and Grains by Robert Wisner 
Iowa Cooperative Extension Service – Ames 
  
LIVESTOCK 
Three of the largest daily hog slaughter totals in history were posted 
between August 31 and September 6.  The Labor Day holiday may 
have pushed more hogs into the work days, but these volumes were 
416,000, 414,000, and 410,000.  When we had slaughter near this 
level in December 1998 live hog prices were $10/cwt or less and 
now prices are over $50/cwt.  Packer capacity has increased as has 
domestic and export demand.  Live prices are forecast to average in 
the mid-$40s through the 4th quarter 2006 and first two quarters 
2007.  The ISU Estimated Returns Series indicates that farrow to 
finish operations have had 32 consecutive months of profits and it 
looks to continues well into 2007.  In spite of these favorable 
returns, sow slaughter is higher than the year before suggesting 
steady supplies for the year ahead. 
The cattle market has been defying economic gravity in recent 
weeks.  Prices have increased over $6.50/cwt live weight during the 
month of August in the face of 4% higher slaughter and rising 
supplies. The August cattle on feed inventory was up 7.2% from the 
year before and the second largest August inventory since 1996. 
Steer carcass weights continue near a record level and typically 
increase into November.  In spite of these cautions, Live Cattle 
futures set life of contract highs after Labor Day.  The basis adjusted 
futures are forecasting Iowa Choice steer prices in the low $90s for 
4th quarter 2006 and first two quarters of 2007.  Given this forecast 




Corn prices through October or early November will take direction 
from harvest progress and weekly new-crop export sales.  The 
September corn crop forecast indicates production will be large 
enough to cause shortages of storage space in some parts of Iowa 
and neighboring states again this year.  However, problems may not 
be quite as severe in northwest Iowa as in the last two years – 
because of weather stresses on the crop in parts of the area.  
Transportation costs are high and the tight storage space situation 
will likely keep the basis quite depressed until at least mid-winter.   
Early indications point to strong export and domestic feed demand 
through mid-winter.  Export demand for corn is being supported by 
a sharp drop in corn production in Argentina and South Africa last 
spring and by weather stresses on feed grain production in western 
Europe.   Cash corn prices should trend gradually upward from late 
November into next spring or early summer, due to a strengthening 
basis and a need for more corn acres in 2007 to supply the rapidly 
expanding ethanol industry.  This year’s U.S. corn crop is forecast 
to fall 800 million bushels below potential demand – despite the 
second-highest yield on record. 
The September soybean production forecast is about equal to 
anticipated demand for the year ahead and is projected by USDA 
economists to hold carryover stocks about steady in the 2006-07 
marketing year.   Cash prices may drift slightly lower into harvest, 
before gradually increasing into mid-winter.   Potential post-harvest 
price strength reflects early indications that Brazil’s soybean 
plantings may be down 5 to 8 percent from last year,   Prices also 
will be supported from November onward by expectations of strong 
Chinese demand and a potential shift of some U.S. soybean acreage 
to corn next spring. 
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 1 Corn, oats, soybeans, all hogs, all cattle, all sheep, and milk are 
whole-month prices. All hay and eggs are mid-month prices.  2  All 
prices are mid-month.    3  Prices published January, April, July, and 
October.  
 
Prices Received Index Summary Table 
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 1 Preliminary  2  1990-92=100 reference replaced 1997=100 in 
January 1995.  3  Iowa figures for 1910-14=100 base not available.  
 















Prices Paid 1 
    Feed 
    Ratio 2 

























 1 Prices paid by farmers for commodities and services, interest, taxes, 
and farm wage rates.  2 Received/Paid  3Ratio of index of prices 
received to index of prices paid for commodities and services, 
interest, taxes, and farm wage rates. 
Chickens and Eggs  
Iowa: Egg production in Iowa for July 2006 was 1,198 million eggs, up 
9.9 percent from the same period a year ago. The total number of layers 
on hand during July 2006 was 50.8 million, up 7.9 percent from 
47.1 million layers in July 2005.  Eggs per 100 layers for the month of 
July was 2,357 eggs, up from 2,314 million eggs the previous year. 
 
 
United States: U.S. egg production totaled 7.64 billion during July 
2006, up 1 percent from last year.  Production included 6.56 billion 
table eggs, and 1.09 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.02 billion were 
broiler-type and 66 million were egg-type.  The total number of layers 
during July 2006 averaged 341 million, up 1 percent from last year.  
July egg production per 100 layers was 2,241 eggs, up slightly from 
July 2005. 
  
All Layers and Egg Production, Jul 2005 and 2006 1 
Egg production by type Table Egg Layers 
in Flocks 
30,000 & Above 
All layers 
on hand 2 
Eggs per 
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 1 2006 preliminary, 2005 revised  2 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size  3 Data by 
type of flock not shown for some states to avoid disclosing individual operations  4 The 29 states are those listed as well as AL, CO, CT, FL, HI, 
IL, ME, MD, MI, MS, MO, NY, OR, SC, SD, VA, WA, and WI. 
  
 Livestock Slaughter  
Iowa: Commercial red meat production in Iowa during July 2006 
totaled 479.6 billion pounds, up 1.1 percent from July 2005.  There 
were 2.20 million hogs slaughtered in  July 2006, up 1.2 percent from 
July 2005  The average live weight of hogs slaughtered was 
266 pounds, down 2 pounds from last year. 
 
United States: Commercial red meat production for the United States 
totaled 3.78 billion pounds in July, up 5 percent from the 
3.61 billion pounds produced in July 2005. 
 
Beef production, at 2.20 billion pounds, was 6 percent above the 
previous year.  Cattle slaughter totaled 2.83 million head, up 4 percent 
from July 2005.  The average live weight was up 18 pounds from the 
previous year, at 1,272 pounds. 
 
Veal production totaled 12.0 million pounds, 4 percent below July a 
year ago.  Calf slaughter totaled 57,900 head, down 1 percent from July 
2005.  The average live weight was 10 pounds below last year, at 
340 pounds. 
 
Pork production totaled 1.55 billion pounds, up 3 percent from the 
previous year.  Hog kill totaled 7.88 million head, 3 percent above July 
2005.  The average live weight was 1 pound above the previous year, at 
265 pounds. 
 
July 2005 contained 21 weekdays (including one holiday) and 5 
Saturdays. July 2006 contained 21 weekdays (including one holiday) 
and 5 Saturdays.  
Commercial Red Meat Production:  United States 1 
Jul 06 % of Jan - Jul 2 
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Lamb & Mutton 
 

















































 * Revised. 
 1 Based on packers' dressed weights and excludes farm slaughter. 
 2 Accumulated totals and percentages based on unrounded data. 
U.S. Corn Supply and Demand 
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  U.S. Soybean Supply and Demand   
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Iowa District Estimates 
Corn, 2005-2006 
Harvested Yield/acre Production District 
2005 2006 1 2005 2006 2 2005 2006 
 Thousand Acres 
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Harvested Yield/acre Production District
2005 2006 2005 2006 2 2005 2006 
 Thousand Acres 
Thousand 
Acres Bushels Bushels 
Thousand 
Bushels 
Thousand 
Bushels 
NW 
NC 
NE 
 
WC 
C 
EC 
 
SW 
SC 
SE 
 
State 
1,623 
1,378 
861 
 
1,577 
1,470 
930 
 
947 
510 
754 
 
10,050 
1,630 
1,390 
860 
 
1,560 
1,480 
920 
 
940 
520 
750 
 
10,050 
53.6 
53.5 
56.9 
 
51.7 
56.7 
49.0 
 
51.6 
50.8 
50.0 
 
53.0 
48.0 
49.0 
53.0 
 
45.0 
48.0 
49.0 
 
50.0 
50.0 
50.0 
 
49.0 
86,993 
73,723 
49,011 
 
81,531 
83,349 
45,570 
 
48,865 
25,908 
37,700 
 
532,650 
78,900 
68,400 
45,900 
 
70,900 
71,700 
45,250 
 
47,400 
26,200 
37,800 
 
492,450  
